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INTRODUCTION

Thisisthetwenty-first annual Lancaster County Vital StatisticsReport
published by the Lincoln-Lancaster County Health Department. This
report containsvital statisticsdatafor the1998 calendar year. Inaddition
tobirthand death ati stics, thisreport contains1998 marriageanddivorce
datafor Lancaster County. Information contained in this report was
compiledfromthevita recordsof the Stateof Nebraskaandfurnishedto
L ancaster County by the Section of DataM anagement, NebraskaHealth
andHuman ServicesSystem.

Historical data, Y ear 2000 Obj ectives, and datafor Nebraskahavebeen
used where relevant to show trends and comparisons. Birth and
mortality ratesarecal cul ated using popul ation estimatesfromtheU.S.
Census. The 1998 population of Lancaster County was estimated at
235,589.

Data provided by the Nebraska Birth Defects Registry were used to
examinetrends of congenital anomalies and their distribution by age
andraceof themother. TheNinthRevisonof the I nternational Classfication
of Diseases(ICD-9) wasusedinclassifyingthecausesof death.

AppreciationisexpressedtotheNebraskaHealthand Human Services
System, Sectionof DataM anagement for providingthedatauponwhich
thisreportisbased.
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BIRTH RATE

INn1998, thecrudebirthratefor Lancaster County

was14.4 per 1000 population. Thisrepresents  Atotal of 3388 live births were recorded among

anabsolutedecreaseof 0.5per 1000from1988  Lancaster County women in 1998. This

t01998. The 1998 crude birth rate for Nebraskanumber is consistent with the gradual increase

was 14.3 per 1000 population. inannual births that have occurred since 1988,
when there were 2968 births.

Figure 1 illustrates the birth rate trends for

Lancaster County and the State of Nebraskhincolnresidents represented 94.2% of all live

from 1980 to 1998. births, with 5.8% distributed among Lancaster
County residents outside the Lincoln city limits.

FERTILITY RATE The mostfrequent month of birth was December

The Lancaster County fertility rate (births per(Table 1).

1000 women age 15 to 44) for 1998 was 54.9,

asimilar rate to the pastdecade's average, 54.6

TOTAL LIVE
BIRTHS

(Figure 2).
Figure 1: Birth Rates
Lancaster County and Nebraska
1980 to 1998
Births per 1000 population
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Lincoln-Lancaster County Health Department




Births per 1000 w omen 15 to 44 years

Figure 2: Fertility Rate

Lancaster County, NE
1981-1998
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Sex of Child
Of the 3388 total live births, 1673, or 49.4%,
weremalesand 1715, or 50.6%, werefemal es.

RACE/ETHNIC ORIGIN
IN 1998, 91.3% of al birthswere White, 3.2%
were Black, 1.1% were American Indian and
4.3%wereAsian. Latinosrepresented 4.8% of
al births(Table2).

Over the past decade, the percentage of all
L ancaster County birthswhichareof minority
race or Latino ethnicity have increased from
9.7%in 198810 13.4%in 1998.

TABLE 1.
Birthsby Month
Lancaster County, 1998
Month Freguency Percent
January 266 79
February 24 78
March 21 86
April 29 79
May 22 86
June 287 85
July 01 89
August 08 91
September 4 78
October 4 75
November 220 83
December 312 92
TOTAL 3388 100.0




TABLE 2.
Births by Race and Ethnic Origin

Lancaster County, 1998

RACE FREQUENCY PERCENT
White 3092 913
Black 109 32
Am. Indian 38 1.1
Asian 144 43
Unknown/Other 5 0.1
Total 3388 100.0
Latino** 164 48

* Raceof child determined by race of

mother.

** | atinos may be of any race.

State of Nebraskabirth statisticsidentify therace of
birthed children solely upontheraceof themother. For
comparison purposes, theL incol n-Lancaster County
Health Department al sodefinestheraceof thechildby
theraceof themother for purposesof birth statistics.
This is consistent with current statistical practices
throughout thenation. TheLincoln-Lancaster County
Health Department considersL atinooriginseparately
from race. This distinction also allows for better
comparisonwithstateand national data.

Figure3illudratesnon-marital andteenagebirthgatistics
by raceof mother. Thegraphal soillustratesvariationby
raceinthepercentageof womenreceivingprenatal care
inthefirst trimester and those who had ten or more
prenatal visitsduringapregnancy. Eachof theseissues
will bediscussedunder thei r respectivesubjectheadings.

Figure 3: Comparison of Birth Statistics by Race and Ethnic Origin
Lancaster County, NE
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*Latinos may be of any race
** Under 20 years of age.
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TABLE 3.
Comparison of Resident Birth Statistics
by Raceand Ethnic Origin
Lancaster County, 1998

AM. ALL
WHITE BLACK INDIAN ASAN OTHER TOTAL *L atino

NUMBEROFLIVEBIRTHS

Male 1518 52 23 78 2 1673 81
Femae 1574 57 15 66 3 1715 83
Total 3092 109 38 144 5 3388 164
PERCENT OF TOTAL LIVEBIRTHS 91.3 3.2 11 4.3 0.1 100.0 4.8
BIRTHWEIGHT
Mean Birth Weight (Ibs./0zs.) 17 6/13 7/8 6/14 7/0 717 7/3
Percentage of Births Low-Weight 6.5 11.9 7.9 9.7 - 6.8 9.1
PRENATAL CARE
100r MorePrenata Visits(%) 765 587 684 632 80.0 752 64.6
Receiving CareinFirst Trimester (%) 85.3 64.2 658 729 80.0 838 762
AGEOFMOTHER
Per cent of Mother sby Age:
Under 20 8.6 33.9 184 2.1 0.0 9.3 16.5
20-24 223 22.9 50.0 24.3 40.0 22.8 30.5
25-29 33.0 15.6 15.8 36.8 40.0 324 31.7
30 & Over 36.0 275 15.8 36.8 20.0 355 21.3
NON-MARITAL BIRTHS
Number 723 78 24 2 3 856 66
Non-Marital Births by Race (%) 234 716 632 194 60.0 253 402
Overall Shareof Non-Marital Births(%) 84.5 91 28 33 04 1000 7.7

NOTE: Statistics are based on the race of the mother.

*|_atinos may be of any race.
** Per centages may not add to 100.0 because of rounding




BIRTHWEIGHT

. _ TABLE 4.
IN 1998, themean birthweight was7bs. Birthsby Weight of Child
70zs. Themeanbirthweight hasremained L ancaster County, 1998
fairly stableforthepast 15years. Table4 Weight
liststhefrequency of birthsby weightof | oChild Frequen Percent
_ _ ) 11b. & Under 2 01
child. Nearly 80%of al childrenweighed 11b.10z.-2bs. 14 04
between 61bs. and 81bs. 150zsat birth. | 21bs. 1 oz. -3lbs. 8ozs, 4 12
3lbs.90zs. - 41bs. 8ozs. 50 15
4|bs.90zs. - 5Ibs. 8o0zs. 125 37
Raceand EthnicOriginof Child 5 :ES 9OZISk-) - 5lbs. 150zs. 12 33
. . . 6lbs. - 61bs. 15 0zs. 71 22
Themean birthweight for Whiteswas7 Z1bs. - 71bs. 1507, 1163 213
Ibs. 7 0zs. Thiscomparesto61bs. 13 oz. 81Ibs. - 8Ibs. 150zs. 815 241
. 9lbs. - 91bs. 15 ozs. 264 78
for Blacks, 7 Ibs. 8 ozs. for American 101bs. - 101bs. 15 078, e 13
Indians, 61bs. 14 0zs.for Asiansand 71bs. 111bs. & Over 6 02
3ozs.forLatinos. TOTAL BIRTHS 3388 100.0

LOW BIRTH WEIGHT

Therewere2321ow birthweight babies(51bs. 8 0zs. or less) bornin 1998, accounting for 6.8% of
all livebirths. TheL ancaster County Heal th Objectivefor theY ear 2000wastoreducethispercentage
to 4.7%.

Figure 4: Low-Weight Births by Age Of Mother
Lancaster County, NE

1987-1998 Age of Mother
Percentage of births - Under 20

14% -+ 20-24 .
& 25-29

12% /\ - 30+
10% / \ { AllBiths |
/\

8%
6% % X M

4%

2%

0%
1987/1988[198911990/1991/1992[1993/1994|1995|1996]1997|1998
Under 20 9% |11.6% | 95% | 7.3% | 8.8% | 6.8% | 7.1% | 7.5% | 8.4% | 8.7% | 7.4% | 10.2%
20-24 | 49% | 42% | 49% | 7.6% | 54% | 56% | 5.7% | 52% | 6.6% | 5.9% | 6.5% | 4.9%
25-29 | 5.7% | 3.9% 6% | 4.4% | 4.6% | 4.7% | 52% | 55% | 59% | 6.9% | 8.1% | 6.7%
30+ | 43% | 54% | 4.8% | 54% 5% | 3.3% | 64% | 55% | 6.1% | 7.1% | 7.2% | 7.3%
All Births | 54% | 5.1% | 5.6% | 5.7% | 53% | 4.6% | 59% | 56% | 6.3% | 6.9% | 7.5% | 6.8%
Lincoln-Lancaster County Health Department




Marital Status
Among married women, 6.1% (155 of 2532) had |ow birthweight babies, compared to 9.0% (77
of 856) among unmarried women (Tableb).

TABLE 5.
Low-Weight Birthsby Marital Status
Lancaster County, 1998
MARRIED UNMARRIED

Weight

of Child Frequen Percent Frequen Percent
5 |bs 8 ozs and Under 155 6.1 77 9.0
Over 51bs 8 ozs 2377 93.9 779 91.0
TOTAL 2532 100.0 856 100.0

Age of Mother

IN1998, teenagemothersweremorelikely tohaveal ow birthwei ght baby (10.2%) comparedto other
agegroups(5.3%) (Table6 and Figure4). Thiswasa2.8%increacefrom 1997 (7.4%).

TABLE 6.
L ow-Weight Birthsby Age of Mother
Lancaster County, 1998

Total Low % of Low % of Age
Ageof Live Weight Weight by Group Low
Mother Births Births Age-Group** Weight***
Under 20 314 32 13.8 10.2
20-24 772 38 16.4 4.9
25-29 1099 74 31.9 6.7
30 & Over 1203 88 37.9 7.3
TOTAL 3388 232 100.0 6.8

**  Percentagesin thiscolumn reflect low-weight birthsby age-group.
*** Percentagesin thiscolumn reflect birthswithin theage-group that were
low-weight.
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Raceand EthnicOriginof Child

IN1998, low birthwei ght birthscomprised 6.5%
of Whitebirths, 11.9% of Black births, 7.9% of
Americanindianbirths, 9.7%of Asanbirthsand
9.1%of Latinobirths.

Sustainedincreasesinlow birthwe ght havebeen
noticeable for White and Black infants only.
From1988t01998, low birthweight increased
from4.8%1t06.5%for Whiteinfants, andfrom
6.8%1011.9%for Blackinfants.

Alcohol Use

In 1998, 42 (1.2%) Lancaster County births
weretomotherswhoreported theconsumption
of acohol atleast onceduring pregnancy. Thisis
consi stent with reported consumption in 1997
(1.5%). M otherswho consumed al cohol during
pregnancy reported amedian of 1.4 drinksper
week. Mothers who consumed alcohol were
morelikely tohavel owbirthweight babies(14.3%,
Figure5) thanmotherswhodidnot drink (6.8%).

Tobacco Use

INn 1998, 534 (15.8%) L ancaster County births
weretomotherswhoreported smokingduring
pregnancy, indicatinglittlechangefromthe15.6%
reportedin1997. Among motherswhoreported
smoking during pregnancy in 1998, amean of
10.9 (median of 10.0) cigaretteswere smoked
per day. TheLancaster County HealthObjective
fortheY ear 2000wastodecreasethepercentage
of womenwhosmokeduringpregnancy t010.0%.

Among motherswhoreported smokingduring
pregnancy, 9.6% of birthswereof low weight
(Figure5), comparedto 6.3%for motherswho
reported not smoking.

Alcohol and TobaccoUse

Twenty-three mothers (0.7%) reported using
bothal cohol and tobacco during pregnancy. In
this group, five births (21.7%) were of low
weight, compared to 6.3% of mothers who
reported not smokeand drink during pregnancy
(Figureb).

Low Weight Births as % of all Births

Figure 5: Low-Weight Births

By Smoking and Drinking Status
Lancaster County, NE, 1998

25%

20%

15%

21.7%

10%

5%
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Mothers

Drinking
Mothers

Drinking and
Smoking

All Other
Mothers

Lincoln-Lancaster County Health Department
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BIRTH DEFECTS
(Congenital Anomalies)

Accordingtothe1998 NebraskaBirth DefectsRegistry, therewere149livebirthswith birthdefects
in Lancaster County (4.4% of all births). Among these births, the number of defectswas 352.
Anomaliesof theheart (95) werethemaost commontypeof defect reported, followed by defectsof the
muscul oskeletal system (60), circul atory system
defects (34), and urinary system defects (25)

(Table). TABLE 7.
Birth Defectsby Race
Malesrepresented 55.0% (82) of childrenborn Lancaster County, 1998
withthesebirthdefects, andfemal esrepresented Number  Percent
0 of Births of
45.0% (67). Total with  Race
Riqe Births Defects Group
Of the242infantsbornwithlow birthweightin White 02 12 42
) Other Races 201 20 6.8
1998, 11.2% (27) had birth defects. Among Unknown 5 0 00
babieswhowerenot of low birthweight, 3.9% TOTAL 33_88 T49 :
(122) had birthdefects. '
Raceof Child
Amongal livebirthswith defects, 86.6% TABLE 8
wereWhite, 6.7% Black, 5.4% were Asan, Birth Defectsby Age'of Mother
and 1.3% were American Indian. Lancaster County, 1997
Frequency Per cent
Of al Black birthsin 1998, 9.2% had birth Total of B\i;\rlt_?; A°f
e . i ge
defects, indicating the highest percentage Age Births Defects Group
among all races. Thiscomparesto 5.6% 10-14 4 0 00
: : 15-19 310 16 52
among Aslans, 5.3% among American 20-24 7 3 43
Indians, and 4.2% among Whites (Table7). 25-29 1099 46 42
30-34 777 ;] 36
35-39 38 2 57
Ageof Mother 40and Ol der 58 5 86
. 0 : —_—
Birth defectsaffected 5.7% of babiesborn TOTAL 3388 149 a4
to mothers 35 to 39 years old and 15.6%

of babiesbornto mothers40and older. This
comparesto 4.2% of babiesbornto mothersof all other ages(Table8).

12



TABLE 9.

Birth Defects by Number and
Rate Per 1000 Live Births
Lancaster County, 1998

Type of Defect

ABDOMINAL CAVITY
ANOMALIES OF THE EYE
ANOMALIES OF THE EAR, FACE, NECK
ANOMALIES OF THE HEART
CENTRAL NERVOUS SYSTEM
Hydrocephalus
Other CNS
CIRCULATORY SYSTEM
CLEFT PALATE AND CLEFT LIP
CLUB FOOT
DIGESTIVE SYSTEM
DOWN'S SYNDROME
GENITAL ORGANS
METABOLIC BLOOD
MUSCULOSKELETAL SYSTEM
MULTIPLE SYSTEMS
OTHER CHROMOSOME
OTHER UPPERALIMENTARY TRACT
RESPIRAORY SYSTEM
SPINA BIFIDA
SKIN, HAIR AND NAILS
UNSPECIFIED
URINARY SYSTEM
All Other

TOTAL NUMBER OF DEFECTS

TOTAL BIRTHS WITH DEFECTS

*Rate per 1000 live births

Number

6

4
16
95

4
17
34

9
15

352

149

Rate/1000*

1.8
1.2
4.7
28.0

1.2
5.0
10.0
2.7
4.4
2.1
2.7
7.4
0.6
17.7
0.3
0.9
15
3.0
0.9
1.8
1.8
35
0.9

103.9

Source: Birth Defects Registiyebraska Health and Human Services System
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PRENATAL
CARE

Ten or More Prenatal Visits

The percentage of mothersknownto have had
ten or more prenatal visitswas 75.2%in 1998
(Figure6). Throughthemid-1980s, therewere
marked improvements in the percentage of
women with ten or moreprenata visits. Since
that time, however, the percentage has not
improved and has even declined over the past
decade (198810 1998). Frequency of prenatal
vistsisshowninTable 10.

CareintheFirst Trimester

In 1998, 83.8% of Lancaster County mothers
received prenatal careinthefirst trimester of
pregnancy (Figure6). Theoverall percentage
of women receiving prenatal careinthefirst
trimester has not shown asustained increase
since 1989 and remains more than 10% below
the Year 2000 Health Objectivefor Nebraska
and Lancaster County of 95%.

Thepercentageof mothersreceivingfirsttrimester
prenatal care hasgenerally been highestamong
white mothers and lowest among Black and
Americanlndianmothers. Theprevaenceof first
trimester carehasshown slight variationamong
mothersof different racial/ethnicgroup over the
past five year period (1993 to 1998) although
changewasnot statisticaly sgnificant. Duringthis
period, thepercentageof mothersreceivingfirst
trimester care appeared to improve among
American Indian mothers (57.9% in 1993 to
65.8%iNn1998). Over thesameperiodanapparent
declineoccurred among Black mothers(69.0%in
1993 to 64.2% in 1998), and White mothers
(89.0%in 199310 85.3%1in 1998). Both Asian
and L atino mothers showed no change over the
period (69.8% in 1993 to 72.9% in 1998) and
(78.7%in 19930 76.2%in 1998) respectively.

Older mothers (25 years and older) were more
likely toreceivecareinthefirs trimester compared
to younger mothers(Figure 7). Married mothers

Percentage of Births
100%

80%

60%

40%

Figure 6: Prenatal Care
Lancaster County, NE
1982 to 1998

Year 2000 _
Objegtive
95%

N
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- 50%)

73.5%

54.2%
74.3%

55.8%
76.5%

58.1%
81%

61.7%
81.5%

82.7%
84.8%

84.9%
85.9%

85.6%
86.6%

82%)
85.8%

85%
85.1%

83.6%
84%)

84%
87.2%

80.2%
85.1%

81.6%
86.9%

83.5%
86.9%

80.5%
83.8%

75.2%
83.8%

Lincoln-Lancaster County Health Department
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TABLE 10.
Number of Prenatal Visits
Lancaster County, 1998

Cumulative
Cumulative  Percentage
Number Number Number o
o o o § Total
Visits Births Births Births

Unknown 1 1
None 10 1 03
One 8 19 06
Two 10 2 09
Three 10 0 12
Four 24 63 19
Five 2 115 34
Sx & 200 59
Seven 112 312 92
Eight 269 581 171
Nine 258 248
Tenand Over 2549 3388 1000

Figure 7: Care in First Trimester
By Age of Mother
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Lincoln-Lancaster County Health Department
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Figure 8: Trimester When Prenatal Care Began
Lancaster County, NE, 1998
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were more likely to receive care in the first
trimester (88.0%) compared to unmarried
mothers(71.6%) (Figure8).

PARENT
DEMOGRAPHICS

Themean ageof Lancaster County motherswas
27.5yearsin 1998, whichisconsistent with the
mean age seen during the 1990s (Figure9). For
birthsin which the age of both the mother and
father is known, there is about a two year
differencein age between mothers (27.9 years)
and fathers (30.0 years). Lancaster County
women 25 yearsand older haveincreased their
shareof thetotal number of birthsfrom 59.6%in
1981t067.9%in 1998 (Figure 10).

Raceand EthnicOrigin of Mothers

In 1998, themean age of motherswas27.6 years
for Whites, 24.4 yearsfor Blacks, 25.4 years
for Latinos, 23.6 yearsfor American Indians, and
27.6 for Asians. The mean age of first time
motherswas 25.2 yearsfor Whites, 20.2 years
for Blacks, 22.9 years for Latinos, 21.5 for
American Indians, and 26.1for Asans.

Marital Status

Themean ageof married motherswas29.1 years,
compared to 22.6 for unmarried mothers. The
mean age of unmarried motherswasyounger than
married mothersamong al birth-order categories
(Table11).

Education

Themost commonleve of education completed
by Lancaster County mothersand fatherswasa
high school education. Themean educationlevel
was 2 years of college for both mothers and
fathers. For unmarried women, the mean
education level was a high school education,
versus 2.5 yearsof collegefor married women.

TEENAGE MOTHERS

Thebirth rateamong females 15 to 19 years of
agein 1998 was 32.7 per 1000 population. The
Lancaster County Health Objectivefor the Year
2000 wasto reducetheteenage birth rateto 20
per 1000 population. Of al birthsin 1998, 9.3%
wereto mothersunder 20, whileonly 3.9% were
tofathersunder 20 (Figure11). Fathersof infants
born toteen motherswere, onaverage, twoyears
older (30 years) than themother (27.9 years).

MARRIED
First Born 273
Second Born 294
Third Born 305
Fourth Born 309
ALL BIRTHS 29.1

TABLE 11.
Mean Ageof Mother by Birth Order and Marital Status
Lancaster County, 1998

UNMARRIED MEANAGE
27 20
236 283
264 2909
22 306
22.6 275
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Figure 9: Mean Age of Mother and Father

Lancaster County, NE

1981-1998
Age in Years
30
29
28
27
26
25
1981 {1982 | 1983 | 1984 | 1985 | 1986 | 1987 | 1988 [1989 | 1990 | 1991 | 1992 | 1993 | 1994 | 1995 | 1996 | 1997 | 1998
Mother “*| 25.9|26.1|26.3|26.5|26.8|26.8(26.9| 27|27.4|27.3|27.3|27.4|27.6|27.6|27.9|27.5|27.5|27.5
Father ®|28.3/28.6/28.7| 29/29.3|29.3|29.4|29.6/29.9/29.9/30.1|30.1/30.2/30.2/30.5/30.2|30.1| 30

Lincoln-Lancaster County Health Department

Figure 10: Percent of Births to Women Age 25 and Over
Lancaster County, NE
1981 to 1998
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67.2%
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68.4%
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67.9%

Lincoln-Lancaster County Health Department
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Raceand Ethnic Origin of Teen Mothers
The percentage of births born to mothers
under 20 years old has increased for all
populations but has been highest among
American Indian, Black, and Hispanic
populations. From 1987 to 1998, teen
mothersincreased from 17.8%to 18.4% of
American Indian births, from 21.3% to
33.9% of Black births, and from 7.7% to

Figure 11: Births by Age of Mother and Father
Lancaster County, NE, 1998

Percentage of Mothers/Fathers

35%

30%

25%

PIC N O N B |
15%
10%

5%

s

0%

10-14 | 15-19 | 20-24 | 25-29 | 30-34 | 35-39 | 40+ |Unknown

16.5% of Latino births. During the same

Mother's Age ™
Father's Agel]

0.1%
0%

9.1%
3.5%

22.8%
14%

32.4%
26.2%

22.9%
25.4%

10.9%
14.6%

1.7%
6.3%

0%
10%

period, teen mothersincreased from 7.3%

Lincoln-Lancaster County Health Department

to 8.6% of Whitebirthsand from 1.7%to
2.1% of Asian births.

Prenatal Care

Among motherslessthan 20 yearsof age, 69.7%
recelived careinther first trimester of pregnancy
(Figure7). Thiscomparesto 85.3% for older
mothers (20+ yearsold) and 83.8% for mothers
of dl ages.

NON-MARITAL BIRTHS
Overall, 25.3% of births (856 of 3388) wereto
unmarried mothers. Thistrandatesinto arateof
252.7 non-marital birthsper 1000 livebirthsin
1998 (Figure12). Therateof non-marital births
has been steadily increasing since 1978, when
98 of every 1000 livebirthswereto anunmarried
mother.

Morethan five of every six births (86.3%) to
mothersunder 20 yearsof agewere non-marital
in 1998 (Table 12). Among al mothers, 71.6%
of Black births, 63.2% of AmericanIndianbirths,
40.2% of Latino births, 19.4% of Asian births,
and 23.4% of Whitebirthswere non-marital.
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APGAR SCORES

In 1998, the mean APGAR scoresat 1 minute
and 5minutesafter birthwere7.5and 8.7 (highest
possible score = 10), respectively. APGAR
scores have remained stablefor over adecade.
Inaddition, dight variationin APGAR scorescan
be seen among males and femal es and among
different racial/ethnic groups(Figure 13).

ATTENDANT AT BIRTH

In recent years, asharp increase has been noted
innon-physician attended births. The number of
non-physican attended birthshasrisen from 7
birthsin 1992 to 150 birthsin 1995 to 264 births
in1998 (7.8% of dl births). Of thenon-physician
attended birthsin 1998, 97.7% were hospital
births and 97.7% were attended by Certified
Nurse Midwives. Six non-physician attended
births (2.3%) werehomebirths. Motherswhose



Figure 12: Non-Marital Birth Rate

Lancaster County, NE

1981 to 1998

Non-Marital Births Per 1000 Live Births

275.0
225.0
175.0
125.0
75.0 | | | | | | | | | | | | | | | | | |
. 1981 [ 1982 | 1983 | 1984 | 1985 | 1986 | 1987 | 1988 | 1989 | 1990 | 1991 | 1992 | 1993 | 1994 | 1995 | 1996 | 1997 | 1998
‘ “=|104.6123.6|115.3|136.1|131.6 |145.6154.3|166.8 | 163.5|190.1 | 201.6 | 209.5 | 203.1 | 224.0|218.3 | 236.9|236.7 | 252.7
Lincoln-Lancaster County Health Department
births were attended by Certified TABLE 12.
NurseM |d\N|V€SW€re§|ght|y less Non-Marital Blrtthy AgeOf Mother
. : . . Lancaster County, 1998
likely to receive first trimester
prenata care(79.8%) than mothers Freq. % of** % of***
: . - of Non- Age
in births attended by physicians Total Nor- Marital Group
(84.2%). Age Live Marital By Age Not
Group Births Births Group Married
M ULT| PLE Under 20 314 271 317 86.3
BIRTHS 20 to 24 772 346 40.4 448
Thetotal number of multiplebirths 2510 29 1099 148 173 135
in Lancaster County was 115 (53
) , , 30and Above 1203 9 106 7.6
sets) in 1998, including 6 sets of —_— —_— —_— —_—
TOTAL 3388 856 100.0 253

tripletsand two set of quadruplets.
The number of multiple birthsin
1997 was 114.

**  Percentages in this column reflect non-marital births by

age group.

***  Percentages in this column reflect non-marital births

within the respective age groups.
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Figure 13. Mean APGAR Scores by Gender and Race*
Lancaster County, NE, 1998

10
8
6
4
2
0
Male Female White Black |American| Asian |Latinos*
Indian
APGAR 1 Min. 8 7.5 7.5 7.5 7.3 7.4 7.7 7.4
APGAR 5 Min. & 8.7 8.7 8.7 8.5 8.5 8.7 8.6

*Race of the child is determined by the race of the mother
**|_atinos may be of any race
Lincoln-Lancaster County Health Department
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TABLE 13. SUMMARY OFRESIDENT BIRTH STATISTICSFROM 1984TO 1998, LANCASTER COUNTY, NE

1984 1985 1986 1987 1988 1989 1990 1991 1992 1993 1994 1995 1996 1997 1998
NUMBER OF LIVE BIRTHS
Lancaster County
3196 3108 2993 3014 2968 3174 3103 3198 3069 3245 3129 3166 3293 3223 3388
Lincoln
2881 2826 2716 2755 2676 2907 2859 2970 2855 2985 2928 2964 3095 3017 3191
Balance of County
315 282 277 269 292 267 244 228 214 260 201 202 198 206 197
SEX OF CHILD
Male
50.3% 51.9% 51.1% 49.8% 50.2% 525% 51.2% 51.3% 51.4% 50.7% 52.0% 52.0% 50.8% 506% 49.4%
Female
49.7% 48.1% 489% 50.2% 49.8% 475% 488% 48.7% 486% 49.3% 48.0% 48.0% 49.2% 49.4% 50.6%
RACE OF CHILD
White
91.8% 90.4% 93.6% 91.7% 903% 89.9% 920% 90.9% 89.7% 91.3% 91.9% 90.4% 90.4% 89.2% 91.3%
Black
2.8% 3.6% 2.0% 3.6% 3.9% 3.9% 4.2% 4.6% 4.6% 3.1% 3.1% 3.6% 2.9% 3.6% 3.2%
Latino
2.0% 2.6% 1.9% 2.3% 2.1% 27% 2.7%* 2.7%* 4.0%* 2.9%* 3.1%* 3.6%* 3.8%* 4.0%* 4.8%*
American Indian
0.9% 0.9% 0.8% 0.9% 1.2% 1.0% 1.9% 1.3% 1.6% 1.2% 1.1% 1.5% 1.5% 1.8% 1.1%
Asian
NR NR NR NR NR NR NR NR NR 4.3% 3.9% 4.5% 5.2% 5.2% 4.3%
All Others
2.4% 2.5% 1.6% 1.6% 2.6% 2.5% 1.9% 3.2% 0.3% 0.1% 0.03% 0.0% 0.0% 0.3% 0.1%
BIRTH WEIGHT
Mean Birth Weight**
75 7.6 7.6 75 75 75 77 7.6 7.3 7.8 7.8 7.8 77 75 77
Low Weight Births
Number
195 168 149 163 150 177 177 169 141 192 176 200 228 242 232
Percent of Total Live Births
6.1% 5.4% 5.0% 5.4% 5.1% 5.6% 5.7% 5.3% 4.6% 5.9% 5.6% 6.3% 6.9% 7.5% 6.8%
BIRTH RATE
Births per 1000 Population
15.7 15.3 14.7 14.5 14.0 14.9 14.9 14.8 14.1 14.7 14.1 13.8 14.2 13.8 14.4
FERTILITY RATE
Births per 1000 Women 15-44
58.8 56.5 54.0 53.8 519 54.9 55.6 56.7 539 56.4 539 52.8 54.3 529 54.9
NON-MARITAL BIRTHS
435 409 434 465 495 519 590 645 643 659 701 691 780 763 856
NON-MARTIAL BIRTH RATE
136.1 131.6 145.0 154.3 166.8 163.5 190.1 201.6 209.5 203.1 224.0 218.3 236.9 236.7 252.7

Non-Marital Births
per 1000 live Births

* Latinos may be of any race, (1990-1998 only).

** Weight expressed in pounds and ounces.

NR: Not Reported




TABLE 13. SUMMARY OFRES DENT BIRTH STATISTICSFROM 1984TO 1998, LANCASTER COUNTY, NE

1984 1985 1986 1987 1988
PRENATAL CARE

Percent with 10 or more Prenatal Visits
558% 58.1% 61.7% 827% 84.9%

-Percent Receiving Care in 1st Trimester
76.5% 81.0% 815% 848% 859%

AGE OF PARENTS
Percent of Mothers by Age

Under 20

8.5% 6.9% 7.6% 7.7% 7.9%
20-24

26.7% 255% 26.8% 252% 24.7%
25-29

36.3% 382% 359% 37.0% 354%
30-34

224% 22.7% 227% 228% 24.0%
35-39

5.6% 6.2% 6.7% 6.7% 7.0%
40 and over

0.5% 0.5% 0.3% 0.9% 0.8%
Mean Age of Mother:

Married

27.3 27.6 27.6 27.8 27.9
Unmarried

21.8 22.0 22.2 22.2 22.4
Total

26.5 26.8 26.8 26.9 27.0
Mean Age of Father
29.0 29.3 29.3 29.4 29.6

MULTIPLE BIRTHS
Number of Multiple Births
31 31 40 44 30

APGAR SCORES
Mean 1 Minute APGAR Score

7.6 7.6 75 7.6 77
Mean 5 Minute APGAR Score
8.7 8.7 8.7 8.8 8.7

BIRTH DEFECTS
(CONGENITAL ANOMALIES)

Number

78 76 78 75 56
Percent of Tota Live Births
and Fetal Deaths

2.4% 2.4% 26% 24% 1.9%

EDUCATION LEVEL OF PARENTS
Mean Years of Education of Father

13.3 14.0 13.9 14.0 13.9
Mean Years of Education of Mother

13.8 134 134 135 135

HOSPITAL/PHYSICIAN
ATTENDED BIRTHS
Number of Non-Hospital Births :
12 5 14 11 20
Percent of Total Live Births
0.4% 0.2% 0.5% 0.4% 0.7%
Non-Physician Attended Births:
Number
10 4 4 5 9
Percent of Total Live Births
0.3% 0.1% 0.1% 0.1% 0.3%

1989

85.6%

86.6%

7.1%

22.6%

36.0%

24.7%

8.4%

1.2%

28.3

227

274

299

47

7.6

8.7

86

2.7%

14.0

136

0.2%

0.2%

1990

82.0%

85.8%

8.4%

22.4%

34.6%

25.1%

8.1%

1.4%

285

225

273

29.9

39

7.9

89

104

3.4%

14.0

136

15

0.5%

10

0.3%

1991

85.0%

85.1%

8.2%

22.6%

34.4%

24.9%

8.8%

1.2%

285

228

273

30.1

37

79

8.9

146

4.6%

141

13.7

13

0.4%

13

0.4%

1992

83.6%

84.0%

8.6%

23.4%

31.9%

25.3%

8.8%

2.0%

28.7

225

274

30.1

27

7.8

8.8

123

4.0%

141

13.7

0.3%

0.2%

1993 1994 1995 1996 1997 1998
84.0% 802% 816% 835% 79.8% 75.2%
872% 851% 869% 86.9% 83.8% 83.8%
7.4% 8.9% 75%  9.4% 96% 9.3%
23% 227% 215% 21.3% 21.6% 22.8%
318% 29.7% 321% 329% 32.7% 32.4%
219% 268% 26.1% 240% 229% 22.9%
93% 103% 10.8% 10.7% 11.3% 10.9%
1.3% 1.6% 20% 18% 18% 17%
28.9 29.0 29.2 29.0 29.0 291
22.6 227 232 227 228 22.6
27.6 276 279 275 275 275
30.2 30.2 30.5 30.2 30.1 30.0
42 39 37 55 54 53
7.7 7.7 7.6 7.6 75 75
8.7 8.7 8.7 8.6 8.7 8.7
157 111 113 133 168 149
4.8% 3.5% 3.6% 40% 52% 4.4%
141 141 14.2 141 141 141
138 13.7 139 138 139 139
21 10 3 10 8 6
0.6% 0.3% 01% 0.3% 02% 0.2%
48 80 150 223 207 264
1.5% 26% 47% 68% 66% 7.8%
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CRUDE DEATH
RATE
In 1998, the crude death rate for Lancaster
County was 6.7 per 1000 population. The
average crude death rate between 1981 and
1998 was 6.9 per 1000 popul ation.

Thecrudedeath ratefor the State of Nebraska
during 1998was9.2 per 1000 population. Figure
14 illustratesthedeathratesfor Lancaster County
and the State of Nebraska.

TOTAL NUMBER
OF DEATHS
Therewere1582desthsamongL ancaster County
residentsduring 1998. Of these, 1468(92.8%)
wereresidentsof Lincoln. Theremaining 114

(7.2%) resided outsidetheCity of Lincoln. The
most frequent month for death was February
(Tableld).

Race

Of the deaths in 1998, 1546 (97.7%) were
among Whites, 20wereamong Blacks, 10were
among American Indians, and 6 were among
Asians. Non-Whitedeathsaccountedfor 2.3%
of total deaths.

Sex
During 1998, 47.6% of all deathsin Lancaster
County weremalesand 52.4% werefemales.

Age
IN1998, 26infants(lessthan1year of age) died,

Figure 14: Comparison of Death Rates
Lancaster County and Nebraska
1981 to 1998
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accountingfor 1.6% of all deathsand aninfant
mortality rate of 7.7 per 1000 live births (See
page 30 for further discussion of infant
mortality). A total of 38childrenOtol14diedin
1998, accounting for 2.4% of all deaths. The
most frequent agegroupamong deathswas80to
89years(29.3% of al deaths) followed by 70to
79years(24.1% of all deaths). (Table 16).

Themeanageof death hasincreased 0.8 years
duringthepast decade. 1n 1998, themean ageof
deathfor malesand femaleswas68.8and 76.4
years, respectively (Figurel15). For males, this
representsanincreaseof 0.8yearsover thepast
decade(since1988). Themeanageof deathfor
femalesincreased 0.4 yearsfrom 1988t0 1998.

Usingafiveyearrollingaverage(1994t01998),
themeanageof deathfor Whiteindividuas(73.6
years) isapproximately 19.0yearsol der thanthe
meanageof deathforindividualsin other racial/

ethniccategories(54.7 years).
TABLE 14.
Deaths by Month,
Lancaster County 1998

Month Number Per cent
January 12 83
February 146 92
March 12 83
April A 85
May 110 70
June 142 90
July 136 86
August 14 72
September 117 74
October 139 88
November 138 _87
December 142 90
TOTAL 1582 100.0

LEADING CAUSES
OF DEATH
In 1998, 27.7% of all deathsweredueto heart
disease and 23.2% were dueto cancer. These
twomagjor causesof deathaccountedfor 50.9%
of dl deaths(Figure16). Tablel7 detallstatistics
ontheleadingcausesof desthinLancaster County.

Table15liststheaverageageof death by sex by
selected cause. Thesixleadingcausesof death in
L ancaster County and Nebraskacanbefoundin
Tablel8.

Ageand Sex

Among males1to29yearsof age, unintentional
injury, suicide, and homicideweretheleading
causes of death (Table19). For malesand
females30to 59 yearsoldtheleading causesof
death wereheart di seaseand cancer respectively.
Theleading causeof deathfor malesandfemales
60and older washeart disease. Causesof infant
mortality arelisted inTable23.

TABLE 15.
Average Age of Death
by Sex by Selected Cause
Lancaster County, 1998

Cause of Death Male Female
Heart Disease 743 836
Cancer 70.2 70.2
Cerebrovascular Disease 784 829
Accidental Deaths 499 61.0
Chronic Lung Disease 726 765
Pneumonia 768 822
Suicide 435 416
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Figure 15: Mean Age of Death for Males and Females
Lancaster County, NE
1981-1998
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Unintentional Injury 4.2%
Chronic Lung Disease 3.9%
Pneumonia 3.3%

Figure 16: Leading Causes of Death

Lancaster County, NE

All Other 31.2%

1998

Cerebrovascular Dis. 6.6%

Lincoln-Lancaster County Health Department

Cancer 23.2%

Heart Disease 27.7%
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TABLE16.
Deathsby Ageand Sex
Lancaster County, 1998

% of % of % of

Tota Tota Male Male Female Female

Age Deaths Deaths Deaths Deaths Deaths Deaths
a % 16% 1 15% 15 18%
1-4 2 01% 2 03% 0 00%
5-9 5 03% 3 04% 2 02%
10-14 5 03% 4 05% 1 01%
15-19 2 0.15% 2 03% 0 00%
20-24 7 04% 5 0.7% 2 02%
25.29 15 0% 7 0% 8 10%
30-39 37 23% 23 31% 14 17%
40-49 77 49% 26 6.1% a1 37%
50-59 119 75% 7 9.4% 48 58%
60-69 8 128% 128 17.0% 7 9.0%
70-79 ® 24.1% 207 275% 175 21.1%
80-89 464 29.3% 194 25.8% 270 26%
90-99 218 138% 49 65% 160 20.4%
>100 2 13% 1 01% 19 23%
TOTAL 1582 100.0% 753 100.0% 829 100.0%

Mean Ageof Death for Males 68.8Years
Mean Ageof Death for Females 76.4Years
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TABLE 17.
L eading Causesof Death

and CrudeRateper 100,000 Population

Cause
of Death

Heart Disease

Cancer

Cerebrovascular Disease

Unintentional Injury
Chronic Lung Disease
Pneumonia

Mental Disorders
Diabetes Mellitus
Suicide
Atherosclerosis
Emphysema
Parkinson's Disease
Alzheimer's Disease
Cirrhosis of Liver

Birth Defects
Homicide

Nephritis and Nephrosis
Aortic Aneurysm
Septicemia

AIDS

All Other Causes
TOTAL

Population for Lancaster County = 235,589 (estimated)

Lancaster County, 1998

Number
of Total
Deaths

439
367
104
66
61
52
39
36
29
27
19

&G &

% of
Total
Deaths

27.7%
23.2%
6.6%
4.2%
3.9%
3.3%
2.5%
2.3%
1.8%
1.7%
1.2%
1.1%
0.9%
0.8%
0.7%
0.6%
0.6%
0.4%
0.4%
0.4%
]ﬂ
100.0

Crude
Desath
Rate

186.3
155.8
441
280
259
221
16.6
153
12.3
115
81
7.6
6.4
55
4.7
38
38
30
30
25
105.3
671.5
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LANCASTER COUNTY

TABLE 18.
Comparison of the Six Leading Causes of Death

Lancaster County vs.theStateof Nebr aska, 1998

STATE of NEBRASKA

Cause of Death Per cent Cause of Death Per cent

Heart Disease 27.7% Heart Disease 3L2%

Cancer 23.2% Cancer 21.6%

Cerebrovascular Disease 6.6% Cerebrovascular Disease 7.6%

Chronic Lung Disease 3% Unintentional Injury 4.4%

Unintentional Injury 4.2% Chronic Lung Disease 3%

Pneumonia 3.3% Pneumonia 3%
Cancer Sites INFANT MORTALITY
Cancersof thelung, tracheaand bronchuswere RATE

theleading causeof cancer-related deathamong
males, whilebreast cancer wastheleading the
leading cause of cancer death among females
(Table20). Lymphoidand prostatecancer were
thenext | eading causesof cancer deathinmen.
Lung, trachea, and bronchus cancer were the
nextleadingcausesof cancer desthamongwomen
(Table20). Cancer deathratesarediscussedon
pages 33-34.

Suicide

Suicideby method and agecategory areshown
inTable2l1. Theaverageagefor malesuicides
was 43.5 years, compared to 41.6 years for
femaes. Over one-half of suicidedeaths(51.7%)
wereamongindividua s39yearsof ageor younger.
IN 1998, thecruderatefor suicidewas12.3 per
100,000 population. Thisindicateslittlechange
fromthe1997 rateof 12.4 per 100,000 popul ation.
ThelL ancaster County Health Objectivefor the
Y ear 2000 isto reduce suicide mortality to an
age-adjustedrateof 7.5 per 100,000 popul ation.

IN1998, 26infant deathsoccurredinLancaster
County for an infant mortality rate of 7.7 per
1000livebirths(Figurel17). Thisrepresentsan
increasefromthe1997 infant mortality rate(5.6
per 100,000) inwhich 18infant deathsoccurred.
The Lancaster County Health Objectiveforthe
Y ear 2000is7.0 per 1000 livebirths. 1N 1998,
42.3% of infant deaths were male while the
remaining57.7%werefemale.

Figure 17: Infant Mortality Rate
Lancaster County, NE
1984-1998

3 Infant deaths per 1000 Live Births

11

5

1984/1985|1986|1987|1988|1989|1990/1991|1992|1993|1994|1995|1996|1997

1998

‘- 10 |10.3| 10 |126/104|82 74|78 |78 96| 7 [63|82]|56

7.7

Lincoln-Lancaster County Health Department
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TABLE 19.

ThreeL eading Causesof Death by

AgeGroupand Sex
Lancaster County, 1998

RANK  SEX 1-29 30-59 60& Over All Ages
1 M Unintentional Injury Heart Disease Heart Disease Heart Disease
F ** Cancer Heart Disease Heart Disease
2 M Suicides Cancer Cancer Cancer
F ** Heart Disease*
Unintentional | njury* Cancer Cancer
3 M Homicides Unintentional I njury Cerebrovascular Cerebrovascular
Disease Disease
F ** Suicide Cerebrovascular  Cerebrovascular
Disease Disease
* Tie **  Toofew for subgroup analysis
TABLE 20.
Cancer by Typeby Sex
Lancaster County, 1998
Cases Cases
in in
Siteof Cancer Males Females Total
Lung, Trachea, Bronchus 61 A b
Lymphoid and Histiocytic y:s) 2 46
FemaleBreast 0 Vi) Vi)
Colon/Rectum 17 15 K74
Prostate 2 0 2
Pancreas 6 9 15
Brain 6 7 13
Ovary/other uterine adnexa 0 1 1
Stomach 5 3 8
Bladder 5 0 5
Cervix Uteri 0 5 5
Esophagus 5 0 5
Liver 4 1 5
in 3 2 5
All Other Sites 2 37 53]
TOTAL 180 187 367

31




N

Typeof Suicide 1-14
Firearmsand Explosives

Poisoning by Solidsor Liquids
Hanging and Suffocation

Poisoning by Other Gases and Vapors
Other And Unspecified Means
TOTAL

Hloooon—\

TABLE21.
Suicidesby Typeby AgeGroup
Lancaster County, 1998

1529 3044 4559 60& Over Total
2 4 3 5 15
0 4 2 0 6
3 1 1 0 5
0 2 0 0 2

o L 0 o _1
5 12 6 5 29

A mgjority (80.8%) of all infant deathsin
1998 werewhite (Table 22), arate of 6.8
per 1000 whitebirths. Fiveinfant deaths
amongother racesin 1998trand atedintoan
infant mortality rateof 24.4 per 1000 non-
whitebirths.

Theleading causeof infant mortality was
congenital anomalies (Table23).

FETAL
DEATHS
Fifteen fetal deathswerereportedin 1998,
representing afetal death rate of 4.4 per
1000 live births (Figure 16). Thisisa

TABLE 22.
Infant Deaths by Race and Sex
Lancaster County, 1998

Race Male Female Total
White 8 13 2
Black 3 1 4
All Other 0 1 1
TOTAL 11 15 26

decrease from the 18 fetal deaths reported during
1997,inwhichafetal deathrateof 5.6 per 1,000live
birthsoccurred.

CRUDE AND
AGE-ADJUSTED RATES FOR
THE THREE LEADING
CAUSES OF DEATH

Heart Disease

In 1998, 439 (27.7% of deaths) Lancaster County
residents died of heart disease. These 439 deaths
trandateintoacrudedeathratedueto heart di seaseof
186.3 per 100,000 estimated population.

TABLE 23.
Infant Deathsby Causeand Sex
Lancaster County, 1998
Cause of Death Male Female Tota
Congenital Anomalies 4 3 7
Respiratory DistressSyndrome 1 2 3
Disorders of Digestive System 1 1 2
Sudden Infant Death Syndrome 2 0 2
Other 4 10 14
TOTAL 11 15 26
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Figure 18: Fetal Death Rate
Lancaster County, NE

1981-1998
Fetal Deaths per 1000 Live Births

1981]1982/1983]1984 1198519861987 19881989 1990/1991(1992/1993|1994 1995|1996 1997|1998
&> 6.7/99|77|78|87|77/63/88|44|74| 6 |59|71|74|54/61|56 |44

Lincoln-Lancaster County Health Department

The average crude death rate for heart disea€ancer
from 1994 through 1998 was 200.6 per 100,000n 1998, 367 (23.2% of total deaths) Lancaster
The Nebraska Department of Health and Huma@ounty residents died of cancer. These 367
Servicesreported an average crude death rate fileaths translate into a crude death rate due to
heart disease of 305.9 per 100,000 populatiocancer of 155.8 per 100,000 estimated
for the State of Nebraska between 1994 andopulation. Thiscomparestoan average crude
1998. deathrate of 166.5 per 100,000 population for
1994 through 1998. The Nebraska Department
The 1998 Nebraska Vital Statistics Report listof Health and Human Services reported an
Nebraska's age-adjusted death rate for heaaverage crude death rate due to cancer of 203.3
disease a&71.0 per 100,000 population for per 100,000 estimated population for the State
1998, and 181.7 per 100,000 for 1994 througlof Nebraska between 1994 and 1998.
1998. Using the same age-adjusted method,
Lancaster County's age-adjusted death rates fdhe Nebraska Vital Statistics Report lists
heartdisease were lower: 146.5 per 100,000 fodtebraska's age-adjusted death rate for cancer
1998 and 154.0 per 100,000 for 1994-1998. as 150.7 per 100,000 populationfor 1998, and
151.1 per 100,000 for 1994 through 1998. It
cites similar rates for Lancaster County: 150.1
per 100,000 for 1998 and 154.6 per 100,000
for 1994 through 1998.
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Cerebrovascular Disease

In 1998, 104 (6.6% of total deaths) L ancaster
County residentsdiedof cerebrovascular disease.
These104 deathstrand ateintoacrudedeathrate
due to cerebrovascular disease of 44.1 per
100,000 estimated popul ation. Thiscomparesto
anaveragecrudedeathrateof 49.6 per 100,000
estimated population for 1994 through 1998.
TheNebraskaDepartment of Healthand Human
Servicesreported an average crude death rate
due to cerebrovascular disease of 70.2 per
100,000 estimated population for the State of
Nebraskabetween 1994 and 1998.

The1998NebraskaVita StatisticsReport states
that for the State of Nebraskathe age-adjusted
deathratefor cerebrovascul ar diseasewas40.1
per 100,000 popul ation for 1998, and 38.8 per
100,000 for 1994 through 1998. Rates for
Lancaster County werelower: 33.1per 100,000
for 1998 and 35.6 per 100,000for 1994 through
1998.

*Note: To compare death rates from different
populations ( Lancaster County and the State of
Nebraska), age-adjusted rates should be used.

DEATHSDUETO
UNINTENTIONAL
INJURY
In 1998, 66 deaths occurred (4.2% of total
deaths) duetounintentional injury inLancaster
County. Theaverage agesfor maleand female
deathswere49.9 and 61.0 years, respectively.
Mal esrepresented 65.2%0f a | deaths, compared
t034.8%for females(Table24). Motor vehicle
trafficcrashes(51.5%) weretheleading causeof
desthsduetounintentiond injury in1998, followed

by falls (22.7%).

TABLE24.
Unintentional Injury Deathsby Principal Cause
Lancaster County, 1998

Principal Cause Frequency

Motor Vehicle Traffic Crash
Fals

Submersion, Suffocation,

or Foreign Bodies

Poisoning by Drugs

Other Unintentional Injury

DRGRN

~ O

Total Unintentional I njury Death 66

Male=49.9
Female=61.0

Average Age:

Sex: Males = 43 (65.29%)
Female =23 (34.8%)
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DISPOSITIONAND
PLACE OF DEATH
The most frequent disposition of a body was
burial (73.0%), followed by cremation (24.3%)
(Table25). Themostfrequent placeof deathwas
inanursnghome(37.2%), followedby ahospita
or medical center-inpatient (28.9%) (Table26).

TABLEZ25.
Disposition of Body
Lancaster County, 1998

Disposition Freguency Percent

Buria 115 73.0%

Cremation 34 24.3%

Remova ) 16%

Donation 15 0.9%

Unknown 3 0.2%

TOTAL 1582 100.0

TABLE 26.
Place of Death
Lancaster County, 1998

Place of Death Freguency Percent*
Nursing Home 539 37.2%
Hospital or Medical 457 28.9%
Center - Inpatient
Residence 371 235%
Hospital or Medical m 70%
Center - Outpatient/ER
Dead on Arrival at Hospital 5 0.3%
or Medical Center
Other Facilities 29 3.1%
TOTAL** 1582 100.0
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TABLE 27. SUMMARY OF RESIDENT DEATH STATISTICSFROM 1984TO 1998, LANCASTER COUNTY, NE

1984 1985 1986 1987 1988 1989 1990 1991 1992 1993 1994 1995 1996 1997 1998

NUMBER OF DEATHS
Lancaster County

1365 1432 1418 1399 1487 1508 1500 1494 1494 1512 1617 1537 1675 1563 1582
Lincoln

1243 1331 1302 1274 1387 1394 1371 1370 1339 1410 1483 1409 1558 1438 1468
Balance of County

122 101 116 125 100 114 129 124 155 102 134 128 117 125 114

RACE

White

98.2% 97.4% 97.3% 975% 97.9% 97.9% 97.9% 982% 97.6% 974% 97.8% 97.7% 96.2% 96.2% 97.7%
Black

14% 1.7% 1.6% 1.2% 1.3% 1.5% 1.7% 1.3% 1.6% 1.8% 1.5% 1.4% 2.4% 2.2% 1.3%
Other

04% 08%  0.8% 13% 0.8% 10% 04% 05% 08% 09% 07% 0.9% 1.4% 1.5% 1.0%

SEX
Mae

48.8% 50.0% 495% 489% 504% 50.1% 47.8% 455% 49.6% 483% 47.8% 475% 484% 464% 47.6%
Female

51.2% 50.0% 50.5% 51.1% 49.6% 499% 522% 545% 504% 51.7% 522% 525% 51.6% 53.6% 52.4%

AGE
Under 1

23% 2.2% 2.1% 2.7% 2.1% 1.7% 1.5% 1.7% 1.6% 2.1% 1.4% 1.3% 1.6% 1.2% 1.6%
1-14

0.7% 06% 0.8% 13% 04% 05% 11% 08% 09% 05% 09% 03% 07% 04% 0.8%
15-29

24%  2.8% 3.1% 2.4% 2.2% 3.2% 2.5% 1.2% 2.8% 2.4% 2.0% 2.1% 2.1% 1.8% 1.5%
30-44

28% 2.9% 3.7% 2.9% 3.9% 31% 46% 45% 52%  4.8% 6.1% 46% 4.4% 55%  4.4%
45-59

9.6% 83% 9.3% 8.4% 9.1% 8.4% 8.4% 7.9% 7.9% 9.5% 8.8% 7.3% 9.6% 9.7% 10.3%
60 & Over

82.1% 83.0% 81.0% 823% 823% 83.0% 819% 83.9% 816% 80.8% 80.8% 844% 8l6% 814% 81.4%

AVERAGEAGEAT DEATH
Mae

67.4 68.3 67.2 67.9 68.0 69.0 67.6 69.0 68.2 67.8 67.9 69.5 68.3 69.2 68.8
Female

76.3 75.2 75.0 75.4 76.0 75.1 76.3 77.2 75.1 76.4 76.1 77.9 77.6 77.1 76.4
Total

71.9 717 71.2 718 72.0 72.0 72.1 73.5 717 72.2 72.1 73.9 73.1 73.4 72.8

DEATH RATE
Deaths per 1000 Population

6.7 7.1 7.0 6.7 7.0 7.0 7.0 6.9 6.9 6.9 7.3 6.7 7.2 6.7 6.7

INFANT DEATHS \

32 32 30 38 31 26 23 25 24 31 22 20 27 18 26

INFANT MORTALITY RATE

10.0 10.3 10.0 12.6 104 8.2 7.4 7.8 7.8 9.6 7.0 6.3 8.2 5.6 1.7
Deaths per 1000 Live Births

NEONATAL DEATHS

19 23 22 22 16 16 13 13 10 19 16 17 17 13 21

NEONATAL DEATH RATE

5.9 74 74 6.0 54 5.0 74 4.1 33 5.9 51 54 5.2 4.0 6.2

FETAL DEATHS

25 27 23 19 26 14 23 19 18 23 23 17 20 18 15

FETAL DEATH RATE

7.8 8.7 7.7 6.3 8.8 4.4 74 6.0 5.9 7.1 74 54 6.1 5.6 4.4




MARRIAGE
&
DIVORCE
STATISTICS



38



MARRIAGE RATE .
Therewer_elS?O marriz_agesi nLancaster Countyin Marriagesby Month
1998. Thistrandatesintoarateof 7.9 per 1000 L ancaster County, 1998
population. TheNebraskaratewas7.6 per 1000
in 1998. The marriage rates for Nebraska and Marth Frequen Percent
L ancaster County haveremainedrelatively stable ‘I]:g‘fa{y 326 ‘3&
forthepastfiveyears(Figure19). March P 49
April 119 64
Themostcommonmonthsof marriagewereAugust, May 248 133
May, and Junerespectively (Table28). June 21 11.8
& unerespectively ( ) July 187 100
August 251 134
September 203 109
AG E A N D RACE October 172 92
IN1998, 1709(91.4%) groomsand 1749(93.5%) November 14 6.1
brideswere White. Theremaining 158 grooms December 15 6.7
and118brideswereof other races. Threegrooms TOTAL 1870 100.0
andthreebridesdidnotreportrace(Table29). In

1998, themean (average) agefor Lancaster County

Figure 19: Marriage Rate
Lancaster County and Nebraska
1991 to 1998
Marriage Rate Per 1000 Population

< 7%

8
7.5
7 | | | | | | | |
1991 1992 1993 1994 1995 1996 1997 1998
Lancaster* 7.9 7.8 7.5 8.1 7.9 7.8 7.7 7.9
Nebraska = 7.9 7.9 7.8 7.9 7.7 7.6 7.6 7.6

Lincoln-Lancaster County Health Department
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groomswas31.2years. Themeanagefor brides
was29.0years.

The mean marriage age of White males and
femaleswas31.2and 29.1years, respectively.
Themeanagefor Black malesandfemaleswas
31.4 and 30.2 years, respectively. The mean
marriage age for American Indian males and
femaleswas34.0and 35.7, respectively. The
meanmarriageagewas30.4for Asanmalesand
27.3for Asianfemales.

EDUCATION

Groomsandbrideshadameaneducationof 14.2
yearsor two years of education beyond high

TABLE 29.
Marriage by Sex and Race
Lancaster County, 1998
Males % Females %
White 1 914 1749 935
Black & 45 44 24
Am. Indian 8 04 7 04
Adian &4 34 66 35
Other/Unk 4 02 4 02
TOTAL 1870 100.0 1870 100.0
TABLE30.
Marriage/DivorceRatio
Raceof Male
Lancaster County, 1998
Number of
Marriages/Divor ces Ratio
White 1709/945 181
Black 85/55 151
Amindian 8/2 4011
Asian 64/10 6.4/1
Other 417 0.2/1
TOTAL 1870/1029 1.8/1

school. Themost frequent educationd level was
equivaenttoahighschool education (12years).

DIVORCE RATE

The 1998 marriage/divorceratio in Lancaster
County was 1.8/1 (Table 30), indicating that
therewerel.8timesasmany marriagesasdivorces.

Therewere1029divorcesinLancaster Countyin
1998. Thisrepresents arate of 4.4 per 1,000
population, aratesmilar tothoseof theprevious
decade (Figure 20). The 1998 divorceratefor
Nebraskawas 3.6 per 1000 population.

Among males divorced in 1998, 67.2% were
divorcedforthefirsttime, whileamongfemales,
65.2% weredivorcedfor thefirsttime.

AGE AND RACE

The average age of divorced males was 38.8
yearsand theaverage age of divorced females
was 36.4 years. The median age of divorced
mal eswas 38.0 years, whilethe median age of
divorcedfemaeswas36.0years. Theaverage
ageof firsttimedivorcedmalesandfemaleswas
36.1and 34.0years, respectively.

Of the divorces where race was reported in
1998, 93.4% of divorcesinvolved Whitemales
and 95.5% of divorcesinvolved Whitefemales.
Marriage/divorceratiosrangedfrom1.5for Black
malesto6.4for Aslanmales(Table30).

SETTLEMENT

In 1998, divorce settlements ranged from no
settlementtoalimony, childsupport, property, or
acombination of settlements. Table32liststhe
types and frequencies of divorce settlements.
Divorces most commonly involved property
settlement only (39.3%) or property settlement
andchildsupport (34.3%).
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CHILDREN OF
DIVORCE &
CUSTODY
ARRANGEMENTS

Of the1029divorcesin 1998, 545 (53.0%)
occurredinhouseholdswith childrenunder
theageof 18. Thesedivorcesinvolved 976
children(0.9childrenper divorce).

Of the 545 divorce settlementsinvolving
childrenduring 1998, thedivorcedwoman
was awarded exclusive custody of al or

TABLE3L

Malesand Females
Lancaster County, 1998

Number of TimesMarried At TimeOf Divorce

Times

Married Males Percent Females Percent
1 692 67.2 671 65.2
2 237 230 229 23
3 63 6.1 & 80
4 7 07 1 14
5 3 03 7 0.7
6or More 0 00 2 02
Not

Classifiable 27 26 24 23
TOTAL 1029 100.0 1029 100.0

Divorce Rate Per 1000 Population

Figure 20: Divorce Rate
Lancaster County and Nebraska

1991 to 1998

55

5.0

4.5

4.0
35
3.0 | | | | | | | |
1991 1992 1993 1994 | 1995 1996 1997 1998
Lancaster *| 4.2 4.4 42 45 4.4 42 4.0 4.4
Nebraska <| 4.2 4.1 3.9 3.9 3.9 3.8 3.8 3.7

Lincoln-Lancaster County Health Department
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somechildrenin424(77.9%) of thecases.
Divorced menwereawardedexclusivecustody of someor al childrenin’55(10.1%) of thesedivorces.

IN63(11.6%) of divorces, joint custody wasawarded for someof all of thechildren. 1n3(0.6%) of
divorces, someor al childrenwereawardedto aparty other than thedivorced man or woman.

TABLE32.
Typesof Settlements
Lancaster County, 1998
Freguen Percentage
None 2] 96
Alimony Only 1 01
Child Support Only % 53
Property Settlement Only 04 3093
Alimony and Child Support 5 05
Alimony and Property Settlement % 53
Child Support and Property Settlement 33 A3
Alimony, Child Support, & Property 57 55
TOTAL 1029 100.0
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DEFINITIONS

BIRTHS

APGAR SCORE - A systemof scoring (10is
thebest andOistheworst) thephysical condition
of aninfant one minute and five minutes after
birth. The conditionstested include the heart
rate, respiration, muscle tone, response to
stimuli, and color.

BIRTH ORDER - The number of live born
children, including the current birth.

BIRTH RATE - Thenumber of livebirthsper
1,000 population.

FERTILITY RATE - The number of births
per 1,000 women, age 15 to 44 years.

LENGTH OF PREGNANCY - Theduration
of gestation, incompl eted weeks, ascal cul ated
fromthefirst day of thelast normal mensesto
the date of birth.

LIVE BIRTH - The complete expulsion or
extraction of aproduct of conception fromits
mother, irrespectiveof theperiod of gestation,
which, after such separation, breathesor shows
any other evidenceof lifesuchasbeating of the
heart, pul sation of theumbilical cord, or definite
movement of voluntary muscles, whether or
not the umbilical cord has been cut or the
placentais attached and is reportable.

LOW-WEIGHT BIRTH - A liveborninfant
weighing 5 1/2 pounds or less.

NON-MARITAL BIRTH RATE - The
number of out-of-wedlock births per 1,000

livebirths.
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DEATHS

AGE-ADJUSTED DEATH RATE - A
weighted averaging of a crude death rate
according to a standard age distribution. An
age-adjusted death rate represents what the
crudedeath ratewould beif the popul ation for
which the rate is adjusted and the standard
populationhadthesameagedistribution. This
procedure allowsfor the comparison of death
rates among popul ations having different age
distributions. The death rates in this report
have been adjusted according to the age
distribution of the U.S. population in 1990.

CRUDE DEATH RATE - The number of
deaths from all causes per 1,000 population.

FETAL DEATH - Deathpriortothecomplete
expulsion or extraction of a product of
conceptionfromitsmother, irrespectiveof the
duration of pregnancy. Until the pregnancy
hasreached 20weeksduration,itisnotrequired
that such a death be reported.

FETAL DEATH RATE - The number of
fetal deaths per 1,000 live births.

INFANT DEATH - Death of aperson under
one year of age.

MATERNAL DEATH - Death attributable
todelivery or thecomplicationsof pregnancy,
childbirth or the puerperium.

MATERNAL DEATH RATE - Thenumber
of maternal deaths per 100,000 live births.



NEONATAL DEATH - Death of a person
under 28 days of age.

OCCURRENCE - The location in which an
event takes place irrespective of the usual
residence of persons involved.

RESIDENCE - A person's usual place of
abode. This means, ingeneral, the place where
one lives and sleeps most of the time. However,
when usual residence is in a nursing home or
other institution, residence is considered the
place where the person lived prior to admission
to the institution.
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